CHAPTER V
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WHEN I got back to Basrah, early in February
1917, General Maude was completing Ms prepara-
tions for the advance upon Baghdad Foreseeing
that his line of communications would be doubled
in length, and anxious to relieve his river fleet of
as much transport as possible, he decided to make
the fullest possible use of the resources of the
country, and with this object to co-ordinate the
work of the Local Purchase officers attached to the
various units of the force, and bring them under
one control The officer chosen to organise the
new Local Produce Department was Colonel E.
Dickson, the Base Supply officer at Magil, and
when I went to report to him I found myself within
a few hundred yards of my old headquarters* The
base at Magil had grown out of all knowledge dur-
ing the nine months that had passed since I left it
for Basrah. Solid wharves had been built for over
a mile along the shore of the Shatt al Arab, along-
side which great ocean steamers were continually
discharging every variety of cargo. Huge sheds and
dumps, connected by a network of railway sidings,
thronged the date-gardens in which our tiny camp
had been, and the whole five miles from Magil to
zoa